[First stage closure of badly tolerated ventricular septal defects in the infant].
The authors report their experience of one-stage closure of poorly-tolerated ventricular septal defects in small children and babies. They use both extra-corporeal circulation and profound hypothermia. The results which they present have been very encouraging. They emphasise the fact that the closure is not complete after surgery, and that most of the murmurs which persist post-operatively disappear gradually. Of the neurological defects which were seen in two cases after surgery (one after profound hypothermia and one after extra-corporeal circulation) one resolved completely; in the other (in which there was a cardiac arrest followed by cardiac massage for one hour) certain intermittent visual defects have persisted. All of the other children can now be regarded as normal.